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S.100 -Representatives Sims, Hango, Sibilia, and Priestley Proposal 

Sec. 16.  10 V.S.A. § 6001 is amended to read: 

§ 6001.  DEFINITIONS 

As used in this chapter: 

* * * 

(3)(A)  “Development” means each of the following: 

* * * 

(iv)  The construction of housing projects such as cooperatives, 

condominiums, or dwellings, or construction or maintenance of mobile homes 

or mobile home parks, with 10 or more units, or 25 or more units, located 

entirely within a designated downtown development district, a designated 

neighborhood development area, a designated village center in a municipality 

with permanent zoning and subdivision bylaws, or a designated growth center, 

constructed or maintained on a tract or tracts of land, owned or controlled by a 

person, within a radius of five miles of any point on any involved land and 

within any continuous period of five years.  However:  

* * * 

(IV)  In a municipality with permanent zoning and subdivision 

bylaws, the construction of four units or fewer of housing shall not count 

toward determining jurisdiction over any other project. 

* * * 
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(D)  The word “development” does not include: 

* * * 

(ix)  The construction of a housing project with four units or fewer 

located in a municipality with permanent zoning and subdivision bylaws. 

* * * 

* * * Wastewater Connection Permits * * * 

Sec. 24.  10 V.S.A. § 1974 is amended to read: 

§ 1974.  EXEMPTIONS 

Notwithstanding any other requirements of this chapter, the following 

projects and actions are exempt: 

* * * 

(9)  A project completed by a person who receives an authorization from 

a municipality that administers a program registered with the Secretary 

pursuant to section 1983 of this title. 

Sec. 25.  10 V.S.A. § 1983 is added to read: 

§ 1983.  AUTHORIZATION FOR MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER SYSTEM 

              AND POTABLE WATER SUPPLY CONNECTIONS 

(a)  A municipality may issue an authorization for a connection or an 

existing connection with a change in use to the municipal sanitary sewer 

collection line via a sanitary sewer service line or a connection to a water main 

via a new water service line in lieu of permits issued under this chapter, 
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provided that the municipality documents the following in a form prescribed 

by the Secretary: 

(1)  The municipality owns or has legal control over connections to a 

public community water system permitted pursuant to chapter 56 of this title 

and over connections to a wastewater treatment facility permitted pursuant to 

chapter 47 of this title. 

(2)  The municipality shall only issue authorizations for: 

(A)  a sanitary sewer service line that connects to the sanitary sewer 

collection line; and 

(B)  a water service line that connects to the water main. 

(3)  The building or structure authorized under this section connects to 

both the sanitary sewer collection line and public community water system. 

(4)  The authorizations from the municipality comply with the technical 

standards for sanitary sewer service lines and water service lines in the 

Wastewater System and Potable Water Supply Rules. 

(5)  The municipality requires documentation issued by a professional 

engineer or licensed designer that is filed in the land records that the 

connection authorized by the municipality was installed in accordance with the 

technical standards. 

(6)  The municipality requires the authorization to be filed in the land 

records. 
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(7)  The municipality requires the retention of plans that show the 

location and design of authorized connections. 

(b)  The municipality shall notify the Secretary 30 days in advance of 

terminating any authorization.  The municipality shall provide all 

authorizations and plans to the Secretary as a part of this termination notice. 

(c)  A municipality issuing an authorization under this section shall require 

the person to whom the authorization is issued to post notice of the 

authorization as part of the notice required for a permit issued under 24 V.S.A. 

§ 4449 or other bylaw authorized under this chapter. 

* * * Prime Agricultural Soils * * * 

Sec. X.  10 V.S.A. § 6093 is amended to read: 

§ 6093.  MITIGATION OF PRIMARY AGRICULTURAL SOILS 

(a)  Mitigation for loss of primary agricultural soils.  Suitable mitigation for 

the conversion of primary agricultural soils necessary to satisfy subdivision 

6086(a)(9)(B)(iv) of this title shall depend on where the project tract is located. 

(1)  Project located in certain designated areas.  This subdivision applies 

to projects located in the following areas designated under 24 V.S.A. chapter 

76A:  a downtown development district, a growth center, a new town center 

designated on or before January 1, 2014, and a neighborhood development area 

associated with a designated downtown development district.  If the project 

tract is located in one of these designated areas, an applicant who complies 
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with subdivision 6086(a)(9)(B)(iv) of this title shall deposit an offsite 

mitigation fee into the Vermont Housing and Conservation Trust Fund 

established under section 312 of this title for the purpose of preserving primary 

agricultural soils of equal or greater value with the highest priority given to 

preserving prime agricultural soils as defined by the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture.  Any required offsite mitigation fee shall be derived by: 

(A)  Determining the number of acres of primary agricultural soils 

affected by the proposed development or subdivision. 

(B)  Multiplying the number of affected acres of primary agricultural 

soils by a factor resulting in a ratio established as follows: 

(i)  For development or subdivision within a designated area 

described in this subdivision (a)(1), the ratio shall be 1:1. 

(ii)  For residential construction that has a density of at least eight 

units of housing per acre, of which at least eight units per acre or at least 

40 percent of the units, on average, in the entire development or subdivision, 

whichever is greater, meets the definition of affordable housing established in 

this chapter, no mitigation shall be required, regardless of location in or outside 

a designated area described in this subdivision (a)(1).  However, all affordable 

housing units shall be subject to housing subsidy covenants, as defined in 

27 V.S.A. § 610, that preserve their affordability for a period of 99 years or 

longer.  As used in this section, housing that is rented shall be considered 
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affordable housing when its inhabitants have a gross annual household income 

that does not exceed 60 percent of the county median income or 60 percent of 

the standard metropolitan statistical area income if the municipality is located 

in such an area. 

(iii)  For an alternative or community wastewater system that will 

serve development within a designated area, no mitigation shall be required. 

* * * 

Sec. X.  RURAL RECOVERY COORDINATION COUNCIL 

(a)  Goals.  The Rural Recovery Coordination Council is created to study 

and make recommendations on how to strengthen coordination between 

agencies and stakeholders involved in rural community development. 

(b)  Purposes.  The Council shall consider and identify strategies to:  

(1)  prioritize areas of investment into Vermont’s rural communities in 

order to ensure necessary resources to meet Vermont’s climate goals, rural 

community development objectives, and environmental sustainability 

requirements;  

(2)  build long-term emergency and disaster preparedness and recovery;  

(3)  ensure intergovernmental and regional communications and 

coordination; and 

(4)  improve access to technical assistance and support from regional and 

statewide agencies and programs. 



(Draft No. 2.1 – S.100) Page 7 of 10 
4/17/2023 - EMC - 04:46 PM 
 
 

VT LEG #369444 v.2 

(c)  Powers and duties.  The Council shall identify structural changes and 

improve coordination across all levels of government to support rural 

community development, including addressing the following issues:  

(1)  a permanent structure for ensuring rural community development 

programming within State government; 

(2)  how to better include rural voices in regional collaboration and 

prioritization projects; 

(3)  how municipal, regional, and State plans, policies, and investments 

can be integrated and mutually supportive; 

(4)  where to establish an office of Rural Community Development and 

how long the office should be authorized for; and 

(5)  how to support capacity at the municipal level and how to support 

multitown coordination and collaboration. 

(d)  Report.  On or before December 15, 2023, the Council shall report to 

the General Assembly and to the Agency of Administration with its findings, 

recommendations, and draft legislation. 

(e)  Members.  The Council shall comprise the following members: 

(1)  the Vermont Chief Performance Officer; 

(2)  the Secretary of Commerce and Community Development;  

(3)  the Commissioner of Public Service;  

(4)  the Secretary of Transportation;  
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(5)  the Director of Racial Equity or designee;  

(6)  one or more representatives from the regional planning commissions 

appointed by the Vermont Association of Planning and Development 

Agencies; 

(7)  one or more representatives from the regional development 

corporations appointed by the Regional Development Corporations of 

Vermont;  

(8)  the Executive Director of the Vermont League of Cities and Towns 

or designee; 

(9)  a member, appointed by the Vermont Communications Union 

Districts Association;  

(10)  the Secretary of Natural Resources;  

(11)  a member, appointed by the University of Vermont Office of 

Engagement;   

(12)  a member, appointed by the Vermont Housing and Conservation 

Board; 

(13)  a member of the House of Representatives, appointed by the 

Speaker of the House; and 

(14)  a member of the Senate, appointed by the Committee on 

Committees. 

(f)  Compensation and reimbursement. 
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(1)  For attendance at meetings during adjournment of the General 

Assembly, a legislative member of the Council shall be entitled to per diem 

compensation and reimbursement of expenses pursuant to 2 V.S.A. § 23.   

(2)  Other members of the Council shall be entitled to per diem 

compensation and reimbursement of expenses as permitted under 32 V.S.A. 

§ 1010. 

(g)  Meetings; administration.   

(1)  The Council shall meet at least five times and take testimony from a 

variety of stakeholders, including from representatives from municipalities of 

variety of sizes and from those with experience in state land use planning, 

regional planning, municipal planning, economic planning, or strategic 

planning. 

(2)  The Council shall receive administrative support from the Vermont 

Council on Rural Development, which shall convene the first meeting. 

(3)  The Committee shall cease to exist on March 31, 2024. 

(h)  Appropriation.  In fiscal year 2024, the amount of $50,000.00 is 

appropriated from the General Fund to the Agency of Commerce and 

Community Development to provide funding for the Council as follows: 

(1)  $40,000.00 to the Vermont Council on Rural Development to 

convene meetings of the Council and provide administrative and policy 

support; and 
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(2)  $10,000.00 to provide per diem compensation and reimbursement of 

expenses for members of the Council.  

Sec. 14.  APPROPRIATION 

The sum of $750,000.00 is appropriated in fiscal year 2024 from the 

General Fund to the Municipal and Regional Planning Fund.  Municipalities 

that do not yet have a municipal plan or do not yet have zoning bylaws that 

apply for the grants shall be given priority 

Sec. 15.  HOUSING RESOURCE NAVIGATOR FOR REGIONAL  

               PLANNING COMMISSIONS 

(a)  The Vermont Association of Planning and Development Agencies shall 

hire Housing Resource Navigators to work with municipalities, regional and 

local housing organizations, and private developers to identify housing 

opportunities, match communities with funding resources, and provide project 

management support.   

(b)  There is appropriated the sum of $300,000.00 in fiscal year 2024 to the 

Vermont Association of Planning and Development Agencies for the purpose 

of hiring the Housing Navigators as described in subsection (a) of this section. 


